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Executive Director’s
Reflections
Friends,
If you are like me, you are shocked each
time you look at the calendar. It doesn’t just
seem as if a mere moment has passed, but
unbelievably we are nearly half complete
with 2021! With the numerous times we all
stated we couldn’t wait to get out of 2020,
being six-months removed simply doesn’t
seem possible. While it is easy to
understand the logistics, seconds become
minutes, minutes become hours, etc., why
is it that what feels like a blink of an eye
compounds and amounts to days and
months of time?
My grandfather told me several times, “Josh, each year of your life will go exponentially faster
than the years prior.” When sharing this, I tried to challenge back and was met with “Just wait
and you will see.” Now as a husband, father, son, brother and uncle, I reflect on the sage
wisdom of my grandfather. How accurate he was and how his words still connect with me
after more than 11 years of his passing.
These reflections on the passage of time also give us a moment to focus on what really
matters, to celebrate the little things in life. Things such as wiping my son Samuel’s face after
he demolished his first chocolate ice cream cone or watching my son Isaiah learn that it truly
is ok to crawl off the blanket and play in the grass. While measured as little, these truly are
the BIG moments of life.

For many in Ag. Ed., the summer carries many of these fond memories and reflections –
grooming livestock to show at the county or state fair, selecting just the right photo angle or
the perfect vegetable, connecting with friends on chapter retreats or at the Summer
Agricultural Education Conference.
As we blast through the summer, thank you for helping FFA, PAS, IAAE and Alumni
member’s memories possible. Because of your support, their life will be filled with the “little”
things that matter most!
Sincerely,
Josh

25th Golf Tournament a
Success!
The 25th Annual Iowa FFA Foundation Golf Tournament was held on Thursday, June 17th at
Veenker Memorial Golf Course in Ames, Iowa with thirty teams competing. Golfers braved
102 degree temps, but a fairly strong south wind kept the course cool and challenging at the
same time. Each golfer received a commemorative golf towel and lunch from Chick-Fil-A of
Ames. The course was dotted with twenty-three hole sponsors and golfers had the
opportunity to win a 2022 Buick Enclave or a John Deere Gator on holes sponsored by Bob
Brown GMC in Ankeny and Van Wall Implement.
The Iowa FFA State Officer team and Iowa PAS officers greeted golfers, helped with hole
assignments and sold tickets to the 50/50 raffle which saw it's highest payout ever of
$632.50! After a long hot day, golfers were all smiles and raised more than $37,000
supporting scholarships and agricultural education!

Results as follows:
Championship Flight
1st Place - Cyclone Sports Properties Score 58
2nd Place - American Family Insurance Score 60
3rd Place - Kreg Tool/Christensen Farms Score 62
First Flight
1st Place – Iowa Farm Bureau Federation Score 70
2nd Place - Iowa Corn 1 Score 71
3rd Place - Key Cooperative Score 72

Thank you to our Hole Sponsors!
American Family Insurance

Ames Eye Care

Caring Hearts of West Central Iowa
GROWMARK

Becker Beef LLC

Bob Brown GMC

Farmers Mutual Rain & Hail of Iowa

Heartland Cooperative

Hertz Farm Management

Iowa Corn Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
Iowa Farmer Today
Iowa Pork Producers

Iowa Golf Course Superintendents Assn
Iowa Professional Lawn Care Assn

Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association

Iowa Turfgrass Institute

M2 Customs Meriwether, Wilson and Company, PLLC
Mid Iowa Cooperative

Nationwide Agribusiness

Niece Trucking Van Wall Implement

Good Homes
Needed for
Iowa State
Fair Animal
Learning
Center Sows
The Animal Learning Center at the Iowa
State Fair will have sows/litters that will need
some post-fair homes. Ideally, these would
go to a FFA member to help start a swine
SAE project. These sows are different from
years past and it's possible some might have
some coloring. They are mature sows, not

Wick Buildings

Reward Your
Employees or
Clients with a
Holiday
Extravaganza
Book Your Holiday Party at The FFA Enrichment
Center!
Cocktail Receptions for up to 300 guests in our
beautiful atrium setting- Sit Down or Dinner
Receptions for up to 500 in our spacious
ballroom- Perfect space for LIVE Entertainment
and Dancing- Free Parking and Easy Access

gilts. You must be available to pick up on the
last Sunday of the fair at 9 PM (NO EARLY
LOADING).

To secure that special date, call us now at 515965-7372 or email:
jennifer@ffaenrichmentcenter.com

Details will be handled as we near the end of
the fair. Iowa FFA State Advisor Matthew
Eddy is helping broker the pigs this year -- if
you would like to have an opportunity for
these sows/litter -- please send Mr. Eddy an
email at matthew.eddy@iowa.gov and
include Animal Learning Center Sows in
the subject line.

Enjoy one of our wonderful Preferred Caterers
to make your holiday planning complete
Great Caterers of Iowa, Main Street Café &
Bakery, Hy-Vee North Ankeny, Hy-Vee South
Ankeny, Christiani’s VIP Catering and Events,
Sunflower Chef Catering, District 36 Wine Bar &
Grill, Gateway Market Catering, Lidderdale
Catering, B Fabulous Catering or Baratta’s
Catering

Iowa FFA Alumni Seeking
Iowa State Fair Volunteers
After a year away, the Iowa State Fair is
quickly approaching. The Iowa FFA Alumni
& Supporters are looking for volunteers to
man the booth in the Agriculture Building
visiting with fairgoers and to work in the
Supply Booth in the FFA Display Building.
All volunteers will receive admission into
the fair for the day and there are a number
of shifts available. Alumni chapters who
would like to work for an entire day, please contact your district representatives for
information on a special promotion by the Iowa FFA Alumni & Supporters that will benefit your
chapter!
You can sign up to work a shift, or if your group would like to cover an entire day you can do
that as well! It's a great way to spend some time at the Fair while helping to support
Agricultural Education in Iowa. To sign up click here.

Iowa FFA Celebrates 30 Years
of Limited Edition Tractors
Since 1991 the Iowa FFA Foundation has
produced the Iowa FFA Limited Edition
Collectable Tractors. Since that first
Farmall 350 there have been eighty two 1//16th scale models and seven 1/64th scale
models. Farm toy collectors and FFA friends have collected across the spectrum of paint
colors and models. From John Deere, to Oliver to Caterpillar the entire collection is vast and
is on display here at the Enrichment Center.
As we enter the 30th year we have chosen two very special models from our friends at Spec
Cast in Dyersville to celebrate this milestone. While we won't disclose exactly what we are
producing this year quite yet, we will say that both the 1/16th scale and 1/64th scale models
were tractors that were produced here in Iowa! Each model will feature the FFA Emblem and
denote that these are the 2021 Iowa FFA Limited Edition Tractor.
The announcement of the 2021 Iowa FFA Tractors will occur early on Thursday, July 15th on
the Iowa FFA Foundation Facebook and Instagram pages and will be available to preorder

that morning on our new online store site. Tractors will also be available for ordering or
purchase at the FFA Display building during the Iowa State Fair!
There are still a few of the 2019 and 2020 models available and make great gifts or that
unique item for a local FFA Auction. To visit the new online store visit the "Shop our Store"
link on the Iowa FFA Foundation website.

Support FFA as a
member of

The Corduroy Club
Your monthly gift of any
size can make a lasting
impact on FFA members
across the state!

No matter the size, your act of generosity will make a substantial
impact to agricultural education in Iowa.
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